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POLYPI OF THE UTERUS. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Reports of cases have, usually, a practical value. In presenting 
the following sketch, the principal object is to show the importance 
of making a correct diagnosis. A very instructive case is reported 
in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, October, 1854, page 
397, among the “ Extracts from the Records of the Boston Society 
for Medical Improvement.” It is a cause of regret that an opera- 
tion so feasible had not stayed the ebbing tide of life. On the 
other hand, a conservative principle should guard against unneces- 
sarily heroic treatment, even though its result may place upon re- 
cord the only successful case of a Sicaidiable operation. 

Case 1—February, 1838. Widow B., of York, Me.; aged 
48; not sterile; has been treated for several years past, by dif-, 
ferent physicians, for simple menorrhagia. She is perfectly blanch- 
ed and anasarcous. The rational symptoms of polypus have 
existed strongly enough, yet no sensible sign has hitherto been 
sought. ‘The touch reveals a large polypus wholly within the ute- 
rus, the os being dilated to the size of a half dollar. Slight hemor- 
rhage was caused by the examination. 

Considering the aliaost bloodless condition of the system, I deem- 
ed it the most safe course to prescribe a generous diet, tonics and 
absolute rest ; and to defer any attempt to remove the tumor until 
it descended naturally into the vagina. I did not see her again 
until the next August, six months afterwards, when I found the 
pelvis completely filled by the polypus, which had descended with- 
out pain. ‘The neck of the uterus and of the tumor could only 
be reached at the anterior part. ‘The peduncle was as large as a 
man’s wrist. I applied a strong silk ligature, after Dr. Clarke’s 
method. ‘The time required for its separation was four weeks, the 
ligature being tightened once a week. ‘he fetid discharge and 
the absence of hemorrhage showed that complete strangulation 
was maintained, The day after the canula came away, I found 
her with regular expulsive pains, which she had had through the 
night. The polypus was soon removed with midwifery forceps. 
Its weight was two pounds; its texture, fibrous. With no unfa- 
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vorable symptoms, she soon recovered her strength and color, and 
resumed her labors as nurse. 

Case II.—This case affords an instance of another species of 
polypus (the mucous) occurring in the same individual. 

July, 184U.—She has had some uneasiness in the pelvis since 
January last, but no hemorrhage. Her general health is good. A 
soft, non-pediculated, smooth tumor, nearly an inch in diameter, is 
growing from the vaginal surface of the neck of the uterus, near 
the os tince. No treatment was adopted. , In November follow- 
ing she came with her abdomen enlarged as at the ninth month of 
pregnancy. Diagnosed it to be flatus, and prescribed pil. rhei comp. 
ter in die, p. r. n.—The tumor had increased but little, and there 
had been no hemorrhage. I did not see her again till July, 1842, 
when she requested the removal of the tumor, as it escaped through 
the vulva in making much exertion. She gave me the following 
brief history. ‘The pills relieved her entirely of the abdominal 
swelling. In December she commenced menstruating apparently, 
and continued ‘regular’ till November, 1841, when she was 
“unwell” for five weeks, and has had no colored discharge since. 
The polypus is about the size and shape of a hen’s egg, attached 
by a comparatively broad base, partially covering the os uteri. It 
was ligated, with facility, by a loop of silver wire though a single 
canula, which came away on the fifth day. The polypus, like 
all of this and the vascular species, decayed entirely, and ‘like 
the baseless fabric of a vision,” left not a trace behind. Six years 
afterwards, I learned that she continued in good health. 

Case JII.—An old lady, of 60 years, from D ,N. HL; 
voids her urine with dithculty. Rational signs of mechanical ob- 
struction. 

Without making a sensible diagnosis, her physician had directed 
her to sit over smoking cobs ; which, however, did not cure her. 
It isa case of polypus of the urethra, size of a large pea, par- 
tially concealed by the mouth of the canal.  Ligated it witha 
horse-hair, and the patient returned home. 

Case 1V.—October, 1838. Widow S., between 35 and 40 
years of age, has slight Jeucorrhaea, and, on evacuating the bowels, 
often discharges a few drops of blood from the vagina. <A soft, 
vascular polypus, the size of an acorn, is attached, by a small pedi- 
cle half an inch in length, to the upper and back part of the vagina. 
It was torn away with pocket-case forceps, although this was not 
a very convenient instrament for the purpose. ‘The silver-wire 
ligature, which I afterwards procured, is the most simple and con- 
venient. 

Case V.—November, 1839. Mrs. G. has a large family of 
children ; age, 50 years; has had hemorrhage for the last five 
years, yet she, being a don vivante, is not so much affected by the 
loss of blood as by distressing pains which are more severe at 
each periodical discharge. She has wearied the patience of her 
experienced physician, and is waiting impatiently, through much 
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tribulation, for a crisis at the “ turn of life.’ She consulted me 
informally, at the house of a neighbor. J told her the probable 
nature of her complaint, and the mode of relief. She seemed sur- 
prised, and said she had never heard of polypi except in the nose. 
In her next paroxysm I was summoned to attend her. Found her 
weltering in blood, and groaning with pains which she said were 
as severe as those of labor. A pyriform polypus, the size of the 
fist, occupied the. vagina, and was attached to the whole circum- 
ference of the os uteri, by a base an inch in diameter. After giv- 
ing an anodyne, I applied a loop of silver wire with a single canula. 
The ligature caused no unpleasant symptoms, and the polypus 
came off in a week. Laid open, it looked like bloody meat, and 
was sarcomatous. ‘The long wished-for “ crisis’ was experienced, 
with joy. 

Cass VI.—May, 1841. Widow M., mother of several child- 
ren, having reached the critical period of life, has been treated 
by me, occasionally, during the last three years, for supposed idio- 
pathic menorrhagia, as no organic disease of the uterus could be 
detected by vaginal examinations made at sundry times. At this 
time the os partially admitted the finger, by which a small polypus 
was detected occupying the cervical canal. Gave her ergot, and 
at my next visit, a few days afterwards, the polypus was pendant 
from the os tincee, and not larger than the end of the little finger 
from the last joint. The wire loop was readily applied, and the 
canula came away in four days. ‘The polypus, being of the vascu- 
lar species, disappeared. She had no hemorrhage nor catamenia 
afterwards. 

Case VII.—June, 1842. Miss A., aged 46 years, has a son 24 
years old; has flowed at irregular intervals for four or five years 
past. She supposed it to be the * turn of life,’ and has not con- 
sulted any physician for it till at this time. There is nothing re- 
maliable in her appearance. A vascular polypus an inch in diame- 
ter is pendant, by a small pedicle, from the os tince. Ligated it 
with the wire loop, which came away in three days. Polypus non 
est inventus. She had no more hemorrhage, nor catamenia. 

Case VIII.—August, 1845. Mrs. T. was confined with her 
first child six weeks since, and attended by a neighboring physician, 
nothing unusual occurring. She has flowed a little ever since. 
An examination disclosed what I supposed to be a small portion 
of the placenta lodged in the neck of the womb, and which I at- 
tempted to remove, but found adherent, causing pain and a flow of 
blood. Regarding it, therefore, as an originally intra-uterine poly- 
pus which had sustained some injury in the labor, I applied the 
loop of silver wire. ‘The canula and tumor came away separately, 
in three days, ‘Tlhere was no hemorrhage after the ligature was 
applied. ‘The decaying mass was an inch and a half in diameter, 
and of finer texture than placenta. | 
_ Case IX.—1846. Mrs. C., aged 51; barren. While attend- 
ing her for asthma, she remarked that she had thought she had got 
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to be an old woman, as she had not had her monthly turns for two * 
years, till now, and did not know what to make of it. . 

A fibrous tumor is growing from the internal and left side of the 
neck of the uterus, which easily admits the finger. The tumor is 
of an oval form, three inches in length, and an inch and a half 
broad at its middle. ‘The upper extremity is imbedded in the wall 
of the uterus, and the lower projects an inch below the neck. The 
discharge of blood is not great, and she says it does not trouble 
her in any way, therefore I waited further development. 

January, 1848, two years afterwards. She says she is as well 
as ever she was, that she has not bled much nor often, and none 
since June. ‘The vagina has adhered completely around the pro- 
jecting portion of the tumor, which much resembled and is substi- 
tuted for the ueck of the uterus. 

Case X.—On the 27th of Jan., 1850, I was called toremove a poly- 
pus uteri from Mrs. J., of Greenland, N. H. ‘The late Dr. Cheever, 
of Portsmouth, had declined to operate, as he had never had a case 
of the kind before. ‘The patient was 35 years old, and had never 
been pregnant. She was blanched by long-continued hemorrhage. 
The polypus occupied and filled the vagina, having its origin from 
the cavity of the uterus. Applied the silver-wire loop with the single 
canula, carrying the wire beyond the reach of the finger, by means 
of a probe bent so as to form a hook looking towards the end, and 
fastened to a piece of whalebone for a handle. There was no pain 
upon ligating, and she had no more hemorrhage. The wire was 
drawn on the 30th, and February 3d. The canula came away on 
the eleventh day after the application. ‘The polypus was removed 
by the aid of a tenaculum. It was of the fibrous species, and 
would, probably, weigh a pound. No unfavorable symptom oc: 
curred, and she convalesced rapidly. Se 

Case XI.—In January, 1855, Mr. G., of Maine, requested me 
to remove a small polypus from his wife, who was 40 years old, 
and barren. It was a pale, soft, pediculated, cellular growth from 
the inside of the left labium pudendi, not larger than the common 
bean, and was more inconvenient than dangerous. It was removed 
with scissors, with the loss of only a few drops of blood. 

Case XIJ.—April 12, 1855. Mrs. D., of B., N. H., aged 46, 
has three children, the youngest 16 years old. Has not been well 
since the birth of the last, and for six years past has had almost 
constant hemorrhage, the longest interval being one week. She 
has had no pain; some weakness of the back, with pelvic weight. 
About eighteen months since, her family physician made a vaginal 
examination, and discovered a tumor growing from the neck of 
the uterus. With this he did not like to interfere without counsel, 
which was had. As the tumor was irregular in form, it was feared 
to be cancerous, and the conclusion was to let it alone. The pa- 
tient flowed on, abandoned all hope of recovery, and discontinued 
medical attendance as useless. 

A female friend of hers who had heard of the Greenland case 
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(Case X.) advised her to send for me, which advice, after consult- 
ing me, was followed in April. The patient is of spare habit, pale 
and weak ; appetite good, bowels constipated. The vaginal dis- 
charge varies in color from a florid to a pale hue, and is without 
offensive odor. ‘The tumor originates from the anterior surface of 
the cervical canal, by a peduncle an inch and a half long and an 
inch in diameter. It is of a lobulated form, or, more strictly, tu- 
berous; the main tumor being two inches in diameter, of an oval 
form, and turned at nearly a right angle with the peduncle, having 
two spheroid tubers, each about an inch in diameter, growing from 
jt at its junction with.the peduncle. <A tubercle, the size of a 
small pea, is detected on the peduncle midway between its origin, 
and the tumor. ‘The whole is covered with that perfectly smooth 
membrane so characteristic of polypus. ‘ 'Though the shape of the 
pediculated fibrous tumor is commonly ovoidal or pyriform, they are 
sometimes botryoidal, flattened, angular, cylindrical, strangulated, 
and divided into lobes.”” (Colombat.) 

The os uteri admits the finger beyond the attachment of the pe- 
duncle, and the cervix is free from scirrhus. Hemorrhage from 
the polypus attends the examination, as usual. Applied the silver- 
wire noose with the single canula, without difficulty. The liga- 
ture encircled the peduncle just above the tubercle before noticed, 
and caused no pain. 

On the 17th I found her comfortable, having had no pain. The 
hemorrhage continued slightly for two days, owing, most probably, 
to the partial division of the peduncle by the ligature. The dis- 
charge now is that muddy, offensive slime which always attends 
the process of separation by the ligature. This, as in all cases, is 
ordered to be washed away daily by injecting warm water. The 
neck of the uterus is patulous, indicating the yielding of the whole 
morbid growth. ‘The ligature, on being drawn, yielded but little. 
Further attendance is deemed unnecessary. 

In a letter dated May 2d, a member of the family says— The 
instrament came off the next day after you was here, and the tu- 
mor immediately followed; which was about the size of a hen’s 
egg. Her health is now fast improving. She is much better now 
than she has been for a number of years, and we feel very grate- 
ful that your labors have been so successfully crowned.” 

Ezra BartLert. 


16 Henry st., East Boston, May 14, 1855. 
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REPORT OF A SINGULAR CASE OF DISEASE, ATTENDED BY PE. 
CULIAR NERVOUS SYMPTOMS. 


BY EDWARD JENNER COXE, M.D., NEW ORLEANS, 


{Communicated for the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.) 


Berore relating the symptoms of special interest in this case, it 
may be remarked that the patient, et. 25 years, has with few ex- 
ceptions always enjoyed good health. 

On Saturday, February 10th, Mr. D. called at my office, com- 
plaining of not feeling well. The tongue was slightly furred, the 
eyes tinged yellow, appetite impaired but without nausea, pulse 
natural in volume and force, considerable uneasiness in the back. 
We attributed his ill-health to the sudden changes of temperature 
to which he had lately been exposed. 

Viewing the case as one of a mild character, the result of cold 
with bilious derangement, I prescribed pulv. ipecac., gr. j. 5 pulv. 
opii, gr. 4; blue mass, gr. viij., to be made into two pills, and ta- 
ken at bedtime, followed the next morning by moderate doses of 
the syrup of rhubarb, and with some ferro-cyanate of quinine, as 
he had lately suffered from a slight attack of chills. For the pain 
in the back, I directed friction with a stimulating liniment, and the 
diet to consist of farinaceous articles, with gum water or flaxseed 
tea for drink. 

On Sunday he kept quiet in bed, complaining mainly of the un- 
easiness or pain in his back, which upon pressure did not appear to 
be at all increased. ‘I'he bowels had been gently moved ; the 
urine passed in moderate quantity, rather darker color than natural, 
and turbid. I directed a thick compress of towelling, soaked in 
salt water and alcohol, sprinkled with red pepper, to be applied to 
the back, with a towel over it, and retained by a band ; also a small 
mixture of a few grains of nitrate of potash with mucilage and 
sweet spirits of nitre, to take a small dose every two hours, and 
to confine himself to flaxseed and gum drink, with rice gruel. His 
confident opinion that in a few days he would be able to go out 
and attend to business, certainly did not indicate the existence of 
much suffering, or the supposition of any serious malady being in 
abeyance, which, however, in a few hours made its appearance. 

At half past one, the same day, I was sent for in haste, Mr. D. 
being reported very ill and singularly affected. Upon my arrival 
in a short time, I learned that he had been suddenly seized with 
strong spasmodic movements of the muscles of the limbs, as well 
as of the abdomen and thorax, which last caused considerable dis- 
tress and difficulty of respiration. Mustard poultices had been 
applied to different parts, and small portions of brandy and water 
given internally. I found him as follows, and necessarily was sur- 
prised, if not alarmed, at his position :—There were constant in- 
voluntary contractions of the muscles of the upper limbs, the lower 
to a less degree, without pain. ‘The natural appearance of the 
face was altered, as was also that of the mouth, which was puckered 
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or drawn in, with inability to open it without difficulty. Protruding 
the tongue could be but partially done, and it did not present its na- 
tural shape. The pulse not much changed, weaker and slightly 
oppressed. The pupils were dilated. ‘The brain not affected, as 
he spoke rationally, though not very distinctly, and complained 
mostly of pain or uneasiness in the head, as well as of pain in his 
back. At times there was considerable spasmodic action in the 
muscles of the thorax, rendering respiration difficult and labored, 
the act of inspiration evidently not easily performed. Besides the 
spasm of muscles, he complained of a numbness in the hands, ex- 
tending up the forearms. 

I confess I felt, for a time, at a loss in deciding upon the best 
or proper course to pursue. Stimulants, narcotics, antispasmodics, 
did not appear to me proper, and the propriety of general bleeding 
was not clear to my mind. Having ordered hot water for a foot- 
bath, | decided upon an emetic, and sent for the following :—Tart. 
emet., gr. lpecac., 3}. ginger, 5j.; red pepper, gr. x. As 
soon as received, I mixed it in a tumbler of warm water, which 
was swallowed with some effort. Several tumblersful of warm wa- 
ter, in which table salt was dissolved, were given in rapid succes- 
sion to hasten the operation of the emetic. In the course of a few 
minutes free vomiting was produced, aided by efforts of straining 
as far as possible, which was advised. The head was kept wet 
with cold water, while the feet were immersed in water as hot as 
could be endured, friction of the limbs being simultaneously carried 
on. The difficulty of inspiration occurred several times during the 
operation of the emetic, interfering somewhat with swallowing. 
Although there did not appear in the fluid ejected anything but 
what had been given, I was delighted to find an almost immediate 
and entire cessation of the spasms in every part of the body, 
as well as a more natural appearance of the face, with the ability to 
more fully open the mouth, and protrude the tengue. ‘I'he patient 
was composed, and expressed himself as feeling greatly relieved. 
As he had previously been propped up on the couch, he was now 
laid down, directed to keep perfectly quiet, to allow no one to en- 
ter the room, and to have the room darkened in order to predispose 
to sleep. He complained of no pain whatever in any part of the 
body, had slight nausea, naturally to be expected, but the numb- 
ness of the hands still continued. Ordered small pieces of ice, a 
little ice water, and rice gruel if desired. 

0, P.M.—Had dozed a little; felt perfectly easy; not the slight- 
est return of spasm ; respiration full and natural, and face of na- 
tural appearance. Satisfied with his present condition, I decided 
upon letting well enough alone, consequently gave no medicine, 
ordering drinks as before, and if desired during the evening a little 
weak black tea, with a small piece of dry toast soaked in it. 

LO, P.M.—Continuing as well as when previously seen. The 
bowels not having been moved, I ordered the following pills, to 
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be taken at once :—Calomel, three grains ; opium, half a grain; blue 
mass, six grains, to be made into two pills. 

13th.—Passed a quiet night. Numbness diminished ; bowels 
moved once; discharge light colored. Directed the half of a 
Seidlitz powder every two hours, until bowels acted on. Mutton 
and rice broth, tea and toast and rice gruel, for nourishment. 

It is unnecessary to detail more, for convalescence was fully es. 
tablished. In a day or two he commenced going out to ride and 
walk, the numbness disappeared, and he resumed business and 
ordinary diet. 

This gentleman has continued perfectly well to this day (Febru- 
ary 21st); and although there can be no question of the benefit 
resulting from the emetic, I confess I am still at a loss to explain 
the cause of the pain of the back, so persistent until the moment 
of the exhibition of the emetic, the spasms of the muscles of the 
limbs, body and face ; why, with such astonishing effects, there 
should have been produced no increased pain on pressure, and why 
the operation of the emetic should so completely have removed 
every unpleasant symptom. 

It may not be amiss to state, that from having witnessed several 
anomalous cases of what were supposed to have been cholera, in 
which I administered my favorite remedy, the perturbating emetic, 
of mustard, salt, &c., with perfect and immediate effect in a cura- 
tive point of view, I was led to believe, under all the circumstan- 
ces, the emetic given was the most likely to overcome the symp- 
toms then presented. ‘That the spinal marrow and nervous sys- 
tem were prominently implicated in the case related, will not be 
doubted. How it was so, J will not pretend to determine. With 
the result, I cannot but be perfectly satisfied. 


Wospital Reports. 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

Fracture of Ribs with Emphysema ; Dislocation of Scapular end of Cla- 
vicle ; Delirium Tremens ; Recovery.—(Under care of Dr. Cuarx. Report- 
ed by Cuas. Ettery Stepman, M.D., House-surgeon.) The patient, who 
is a very stout and hearty old man, 69 years, of age, and a hard drinker, fell 
some 60 feet from a building in process of erection, and struck on his right 
side. He was brought to the Hospital, March 8th, at 11 A.M., two hours 
after the accident. 

He was confused and did not answer readily. There was emphysema 
extending from the hypochondrium to the scalp on the right side, to so great 
an extent that the exact seat of fracture could not be detected. An unusual 
appearance about the right shoulder, looked, at first sight, like a dislocation 
of the humerus into the axilla. On further examination, the spine of the 
scapula could not be traced to the acromion; the elbow could be pushed to 
the side and the patient could move his arm himself. The emphysematous 
condition of the parts gave a sound of crepitus that embarrassed the diag- 
nosis ; but the clavicle could be traced to the projection on the top of the 


5 
4 


Hospital Reports. 317 


shoulder, so as to leave no doubt that the acromial end of the clavicle was 
dislocated backwards. The parts assumed their normal appearance, when 
the humerus was jerked upwards and backwards, while the projecting end 
of the clavicle was depressed. The patient was blue and collapsed, pulse 
small. Some brandy was administered, and a moderately tight swathe, 
dipped in hot spirits, was applied to chest. The arm was bound to side, 
and the elbow supported by bandages. To have brandy pro re nata. 

29th. Has worked his arm out of the bandages, and his shoulder is again 
out of place. Emphysema on the increase: patient resembles the figure of 
the “Light Dragoon” in military surgery; pulse is fuller. Other appara- 
tus was applied, but was insufficient ; it being unadvisable to place bandages 
near his neck, as he already has some dyspnwa; and nothing can be 
put around his chest on account of the fracture. May have a bed chair. 

30. Much dyspnea last night. Takes but little nourishment, as his 
grucl chokes him. Eyes closed by tumefaction. Neck more swollen than 
any other part of body, over the whole of which the emphysema has ex- 
tended. His restlessness has displaced the dressings, but as he lies on the 
bed-chair with the elbow unsupported, the parts seem to be well in place. 
Breathes with much difficulty, and seems very low. Pulse 100, smaller 
than yesterday. Sponge neck with—Spirit, Ziij.; Ether, 3j.; Water, Ziv. M. 
May have a purgative enema, after which an enema of Oj. of soup. 

3lst. Pulse 76. Emphysema somewhat diminished; has left eye open; 
begins to have some appetite. In evening, became delirious, and pulse fell. 
Got out of bed and fell on right side; is weak, tremulous, and has free per- 
spiration; says brandy and rum is the best medicine for him. Brandy, 3ss. ; 
Elix. Opii, 3). M.; every two hours. 

April Ist. Was trying to find his money in a basket under the bed, all 
last night. Was delirious till 9 A.M., when he went to sleep and snored 
vehemently, which he continued todo all day. Brandy every 6 hours. 
Broth. Enema. 

3d. Mind not clear, Emphysema much diminished. 

Sth. Emphysema still in the body, upper extremities and scrotum. In 
the lower extremities, the air is felt only in the course of the femoral vessels. 
May have beefsteak and ale, and body sponged with an evaporating lotion. 

7 Complains of nothing butcough and weakness. Looks much brighter 
to-day. 

10th. A compress is applied over fracture—2 or 3 inches in front of 
angle of ribs, with adhesive plaster and swathe. 

15th. Emphysema gone, except a little near seat of fracture. 

221, Can bear some light dressing on shoulder, and can sit up, though 
still weak. The dislocation is apparent, but is not complete. 


Acute (Edema of Hand.—(Under care of Dr. Ciarx.) Admitted March 
24th. Patient is a pale, sallow woman, who reports that her health has 
always been good; is a sempstress by trade, and in the habit of taking but 
little exercise. On questioning her, find that menstruation is scanty ; there 
being but little show, which lasts for a day only; has been in this state for 
six years. Her bowels are habitually constipated, she going for a week, 
sometimes, without a dejection. Two weeks ago, without any known cause, 
she noticed a sinall, painful, red spot on the back of her hand near the wrist. 

he pain and the swelling, which followed, forced her to leave her work. 
Now, the hand @dematous and white ; the fingers are half-flexed and mo- 
tionless ; she has much pain, the tenderest spot being a small space on back 
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of hand near wrist. No other joint is painful, and she never has had rheu- 
matism. Has no pain in axilla; no inflammation of absorbents; no appe- 
tite. Is put on liquid farinaceous diet, with corn bread. J. Quinize Sulph. 
gr j.; Pulv. aloes gr. ij.; Ferri Lactat. gr. iij.; M. ft. pil. to be taken 3 times 
aily. Fy. Sol. Magnes. Sulph. 3iij. Spirit and water to hand, which is 
kept in a sling. 
27th. Hand is less swollen and much more comfortable. Complains of 
some soreness of throat, and has some little tumefaction to the left of middle 
of trachea. Medicine operated freelv. 
29th. Swelling nearly gone. Most pain in wrist, to the back of which 
apply a blister 2 x 2. 
April Ist. Pain and swelling almost wholly subsided. Says that she 
yi eats vegetables; may try vegetable diet, with some lemonade for 
inner. 
5th. Some diarrhe1. Complains of nothing but stiffness of wrist and 
fingers, and pain when the former is moved. 
10th. Still has some soreness of throat; the fauces are inflamed, and 
there is a tender spot on the outside of neck. May have a gargle of 
alum water; and rub neck with linim. volat. 
11th. Better. 
12th. Throat more comfortable. Hand is restored to natural dimen- 
sions, though still very stiff. May have chicken. At 9 P.M. House Sur- 
geon was sent for, the patient being supposed to be choking; she had been 
gasping, with purple face. Found her sitting up in bed, laboring for breath ; 
not able to speak aloud; eyes suffused. Pulse 110, small. On looking 
into the fauces, they are red; though no more inflammation is visible than 
before. Ordered 6 leeches to neck, and Spt. Eth. Comp. 3}. every 2 hours. 
13th. Was relieved by leeches. Slept little. This morning, pulse a 
little stronger. Throat less sore; some nausea. No dejection. 
She steadily improved till 20th, fauces having been touched daily with 
nitrate of silver in solution of gr. xxx. to 3j.. when she was discharged, well ; 
with no swelling or pain in wrist. 


Fracture of Penis.—Recovery.—(Under care of Dr. Crarx. Reported 
by C. E. 8.) Admitted April 9th. The patient last evening received a 
twist or blow on his penis, while it was in a state of violent erection, at 
which time he felt something “ give way,” and the member began to swell 
and turn black and blue. A surgeon saw him some hours after, and made 
a small incision in the prepuce. The organ continuing to swell, he was sent 
to the Hospital this afternoon. Now, penis is swollen to four times its nor- 
mal size from its junction with the scrotum; purple, and black in some 
places. Has passed clear urine, naturally. Dr. Clark having been sent 
for, had the patient etherized, and made three long incisions through the 
skin, down to the corpora cavernosa, half an inch deep, which bled freely. 
One small artery was tied. The effusion appeared to be between the skin 
and corpora cavernosa. The point of rupture was not exposed. Warm 
water dressing. 

10th. Coimfortable. Tumefaction reduced one half. No hemorrhage. 
No dejection. Urine clear. 

12th. Swelling continues to decrease; the wounds left by incision now 
appear superficial. 

15th. Dress with simple cerate. 

19th. Strap ulcers. 

2ist. Discharged, well. 


‘ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVE- 
MENT. BY WM. W. MORLAND, M.D., SECRETARY: 

Marcu 28th.—Synovial Rheumatism.— Nitrate of Potash in large doses. 
Remarks. Dr. Lyman reported the case of a young, vigorous man, first 
attacked with the above disease two years since, in a very acute form. Dr. 
L. found him at that time with the knee and ankle joints swollen, red, 
tense, and acutely painful, and with coated tongue, restlessnessand fever. The 
affection had for some days been increasing in severity under Thomsonian 
treatment. Dr. L. prescribed Potass. Nitrat. 3j. in a pintand a half of 
barley water. This was taken at once, or as soon as so large a quantity of 
liquid could be conveniently swallowed, say 10 or 15 minutes. He was 
also ordered one grain of opium, to be taken at bed time. The next morn- 
ing, it being an interval of 15 hours, the patient was found to have passed 
a quiet night, with the pulse reduced and the pain absolutely gone! In a 
few days the tongue was clean and the swelling entirely abated. The 
remedy caused neither emesis nor catharsis, but disappeared by the kidneys. 
During the same week, another patient, a broker, who had for years been 
subject to slight attacks of chronic rheumatism, not confining him to the 
house, was prostrated with an acute synovial attack. The same dose was 
prescribed, but with no good effect. It caused active, but not violent, cathar- 
sis, and some reduction of the pulse, but no marked influence upon the dis- 
ease. ‘['wo weeks since, the first patient was again seized. The knee, 
ankle and small joints of one foot were swollen, red, and acutely painful, 
there were excited pulse, headache, loaded tongue, scanty high-colored urine 
and profuse perspiration. He was ordered one half an ounce of Nitrate of 
Potash largely diluted, every two to four hours, according to the effect pro- 
duced. Alsoa grain each of opium and acetous extract of colchicum, at 
night, to be repeated if pain required it. In 18 hours he took three ounces 
of the potash and two pills, with entire relief to the pain and fever, when 
the pills were discontinued and the potash reduced to drachm doses. The 
urinary secretion had become free and light colored, the acid perspiration 
had ceased, the effusion into the knee-joint was nearly gone, and the pa- 
tient was in every respect perfectly comfortable, though very weak. He con- 
tinued in this state, with no pain, unless pressure were made on the articula- 
tions, for more than 24 hours. He then complained of nausea, and the 
potash was discontinued altogether. The nausea, however, increased, so 
that everything taken into the stomach for 24 hours caused violent emesis. 
There having been no dejection for two days, stimulating enemata were em- 
ployed, and an extemporaneous blister raised, by strong water of ammonia, 
over the epigastrium, and sprinkled with one halfa grain of morphine. The 
remedies quieted the stomach. The vomiting did not seem to be due to 
gastritis, for although there was considerable thirst, there was no pain on 
new. and the gastric irritation ceased as suddenly as it commenced. 

n less than a fortnight from the commencement of his attack, he resumed 
his employment as a book-keeper. 

Dr. L. remarked that these large doses were much used elsewhere, but, 
so far as he knew, had not been employed here—the usual dose not exceed- 
ing one drachm, which, in his hands, had proved useless, or nearly so. 

Dr. Capor said that, after trying colchicum, guaiacum, and Dover's pow- 
der, in vain, in a case of rheumatism, he gave nitrate of potash, 3iv. in 24 
hours. The patient had both wrists, one shoulder, one elbow and both 
knees crippled, and could get no sleep. The second night after taking the 
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nitrate of potash, he slept soundly. The urine had been high-colored and 
scanty, with lateritious sediment. Purgatives were administered ; the pot- 
ash was continued for three days; the disease went off rapidly. Dr. C, 
remarked that if the salt be given well diluted, it will purge, and vice versa, 

Dr. Bownircn asked if there were any metastatic action in Dr. Lyman’s 
case ? 

Dr. L. had at first suspected the affection of the stomach, of which he 
had spoken, to be of metastatic nature. There were no cramps of the vis- 
cus, however, and no sense of oppression. 

Dr. Bowditch, some years since, met with a similar case to that related 
by Dr. Lyman. Colchicum was given until powerful catharsis took place. 
The rheumatism disappeared rapidly, but, in six months, there was hyper- 
trophy and bellows-murmur of the heart,—and death ensued from heart- 
disease. 

Dr. Lyman stated that the patient to whose case he first referred, and 
who took such full doses of the remedy two years ago, had no affection of 
the heart whatever. 

Dr. Parks mentioned having given colchicum in acute rheumatism until 
violent purgation was induced, when the disease was suddenly removed. 
No affection of the heart was observed. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson said that nitrate of potash had been largely given 
at the Mass. General Hospital. He had administered 3}. in 24 hours, in 
ptisan, without any ill effects. In no instance has he found any remedial 
advantage from its use, and, in view of the uncertainty of its action, he 
does not now prescribe it. 

Dr. C. E. Ware referred to the dilution of the salt, and to giving it in 
demulcent liquids, as of great advantage. 

Dr. Suatruck had not found it efficacious when used by him at the 
Mass. General Hospital. 

‘ Dr. Lyman said that it had not been found to be of any service in small 
oses. 

[In the Transactions of the “ Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society,” 
reported in the London Lancet, April, 1855, Dr. A. B. Garrop has some 
remarks upon “ A successful method of treating acute rheumatism by large 
and frequent doses of the Jicarbonate of potash.” From fifty-one cases of 
acute rheumatism thus treated, Dr. G. makes the following deductions. 
‘In 20 males, the duration of the disease under treatment averaged between 
six and seven days, and the total duration between eleven and twelve days ;” 
in 31 females the average duration, “ under treatment,” was from seven to 
eight days; total duration, fifteen to sixteen days. 

Dr. G. believes that the influence of this remedy is felt “not only in 
shortening the duration of the articular affection, but also in preventing or 
moderating the cardiac disease.” ‘ Opium, calomel and occasional general 
depletion ” are advised as adjuncts. This plan of treatment is recommended 
as calculated, from the reporter’s experience, ‘to ensure the greatest amount 
of success ;’—he believes the average duration of the disease might be re- 
duced to about ten days, provided the treatment were adopted early, and 
no serious complication existed.” 

Certain members were dubious as to the safety of administering such 
large doses of an alkali. It was suggested that Dr. Garrod’s patients were 
in hospital at the time, and the real results could not be known. Dr. 
Copland recommended the alcoholic extract of aconitine. Dr. Webster 
thought the alkaline treatment might be of use in young persons (Dr. Gar- 
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rod’s patients varied from 10 to 20 years), but said he “should hesitate to 
employ it in old people.” ae 

Dr. O’Connor remarked the general abandonment of lemon-juice in hos- 

ital practice, on account of the “very great prostration ” induced by it. 
He had used bicarbonate of potash in 6 cases with benefit; one patient was 
a “weakly child, 7 years of age.” ‘Dr. Budd was in the habit of using 
the nitrate and bicarbonate of potash, but in smaller doses than those re- 
commended by Dr. Garrod. Dr. Corrigan had treated the disease nr aig 
with opium: Dr. Graves with opium and calomel; and Dr. Basham wit 
large doses of the nitrate of potash.” 

Dr. Rocers had never observed the depression alluded to from the use of 
lemon-juice ; even when rheumatism supervened on phthisis, he had found 
this remedy “of the greatest service.” Lemon-juice is “an acid citrate of 
potash, the alkali is set free in the stomach, and eliminates the materies 
morbi from the system.” 

Dr. Basnam thought the discrepancies in the results of treatment arose 
from a “confounding of various forms of the disease together.” He had 
employed the nitrate of potash “ on the plan recommended by Gendrin and 
Martin Solon, with much success; but this plan was not new. Dr. Brock- 
lesby, at the close of the last century, used this medicine in doses of two to 
four drachms.. He had seen much relief to the pain in the joints follow the 
local application of spongio-piline saturated with nitre.” 

“ Dr. Garrod said, in reply to Dr. Webster’s objection, that his (Dr. G.’s) 
patients were all young, that acute rheumatism is a rare disease after the 
age of forty-five.” 

In a case of chronic rheumatism rendering the patient (a lady of middle 
age) nearly helpless, the accompanying pain subsided and soon disappeared 
under the use of lemon-juice, and no return thereof has yet occurred. The 
stiffness of the limbs still remains. —Secrerary. | 


Bibliographical Notices. 


Report on Insanity and Idiocy in Massachusetts. By the Commission on 

Lunacy, under the Resolve of the Legislature of \854.—pp. 202. 

To Hon. Levi Lincoln, Hon. Increase Sumner, and Edward Jarvis, M.D., 
the duties involved in the “Commission on Lunacy” were entrusted, and 
while each of the former gentlemen have largely contributed to the praise- 
worthy objects to be attained, they very handsomely acknowledge that most 
of the labor has been performed by Dr. Jarvis. According to their note, 
appended to the body of the “ Report,” the “ very extensive correspondence 
with professional gentlemen in this country and Europe, was exclusively 
conducted” by him. “He directed and superiutended, also, the prepara- 
tion of the numerous tabular statements and illustrations, and the draft of 
the Report is from his pen.” (Report, p. 189.) On examining this work, 
so faithfully and industriously prepared, we fully endorse the sentiment ex- 
pressed by Dr. Jarvis’s associates, “ that he has executed this delicate and 
difficult task ina manner most satisfactory to them,” as well as “ benefi- 
cially and acceptably to the government.” When we reflect upon the great 
difficulties in the way of acquiring the requisite information, we can only 
wonder at the entire success achieved. ‘To unsurpassed industry, the best 
of judgment and the most subtle tact have beenadded. The statistics, alone, 
are a monument of the untiring zeal and exertion of the reporter. 

The methed of ascertaining the number of Insane persons and of Idiots 
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in Massachusetts, by application to every medical practitioner, was at once 
judicious and effectual. In this way alone could reliable testimony be ob- 
tained. Even after enlisting this vast army in the service of the Commis. 
sion, three quarters of the task, we venture to say, remained to be done; 
but it has all been accomplished, by indefatigable exertion, and the State and 
the Nation owe to the Commission, and especially to Dr. Jarvis, a great 
and lasting debt of gratitude. 

[t is only necessary to consider for a moment the amount of labor in- 
volved in communicating (and that not once only, but often several times) 
with-every practitioner in Massachusetts, to have a partial idea of the mag- 
nitude of this undertaking. It appears that 1,702 individuals were applied 
to for information by “ Circulars” sent through the Post Office; of these, 
1,556 were “ physicians within the State ;” but of these, ‘237 were either 
dead, or not in practice, or had removed, or were unreliable,” consequently 
1,319 physicians were left, all but 4 of whom made reports to the Commis- 
sion.— Twenty were clergymen, 74 were Overseers of the Poor, &c. (pp. 14, 
15). We feel sure that the reporter is right in saying (p. 16) that his 
“facts derive an unquestionable authority from the number, character and 
position of the witnesses who have testified concerning them.” The whole 
number of dunatics thus ascertained to be living within the bounds of the 
State of Massachusetts, in the autumn of 1854, was 2,632; and of zdiots 
there were 1,087; being a total of 3,719 “of these persons who need the 
care and protection of their friends or of the public for their support, resto- 
ration or custody.”—(p. 17.) Qf the lunatics, 2,007 were natives, 625 
foreigners. Of the idiots, 1,043 were natives, 44 foreigners. 

The completeness of the returns enables the Commissioners to calculate 
with great accuracy the ratio of the insane and demented to the population, 
and also to determine the rate of increase. It is evident that the informa- 
tion acquired by the method adopted is wholly reliable, while that alluded 
to by them as followed in certain other countries is certainly the opposite, if 
the above objects be desired. For instance, “in some nations (say the 
Commissioners), the statement of the number of insane includes only those 
in the public hospitals.” “A writer in the American Medical Journal 
(Journal of Medical Sciences ?) assumes this ground to determine the num- 
ber of insane in some parts of Italy, several of the large cities of Europe, 
and Cairo, and calculates the proportion of |unacy to their several people on 
this basis.” The utter fallacy of such conclusions must be evident when 
it is remembered how large is the number of those, who, when insane, are 
cared for at home, or at any rate out of any public institution. From page 
21 to page 40 the space is occupied by carefully prepared tabular statements 
mostly referring to the proportion of the insane to the whole population. 

The entire “calculated population ” of Massachusetts in 1854 is stated in 
the Report (p. 103, Table) to be 1,124,676 ; with the number of lunatics 
and idiots above stated (2,632 and 1,087) the ratio of each is—lunatics, 1 in 
427; idiots, 1 in 1,034; of both to the entire population, 1 in 302. The 
; probable foreign population in Massachusetts in 1854 was 230,000.”—(p. 

\ 


Page 39 has a table exhibiting the “condition” of the patients ;—1. e. 
“ whether mild, manageable, excitable, troublesome, furious or dangerous.” 
‘The “pecuniary condition” of lunatics has been quite fully ascertained. 
This subject is of much importance. It is found that “the independent 
lunatics are mostly natives, very few are foreigners, and a majority are at 
their homes.” ‘his is much what we should expect. The number of 
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* pauper lunatics” at home and in hospital is given, in tabular form, with 
their “condition” appended. The tables are admirably drawn up, and 
exhibit but few blanks, indicative, when they do occur, of lack of reply to 
the questions addressed. ‘The conclusion is arrived at (p. 52), that “ there 
is manifestly a much larger ratio of the insane among the poor, and espe- 
cially among those who are paupers, than among the independent and more 
prosperous classes.” The “Nature of Poverty” and the “Connection of 
Pauperism with Insanity” are next most excellently considered ; the “ For- 
eign Element” is referred to, and the “great number of foreigners among 
our insane” is remarked. The deduction is clear, statistically, that the 
ratio of “ foreign- lunatics” to sane foreigners is “ unquestionably larger” 
than is the same ratio among “natives.” It is ascertained that there are 
2.007 native lunatics, and 625 foreigners. Dr. Jarvis remarks that it is 
worth while to analyze this state of things and see how far this excess of 
lunacy among the foreigners is due to any peculiarities in them, &c. &c. 
(p. 59.) In this connection “ the most observable fact” is the large number 
of paupers among our foreign population. The habits, condition and char- 
acter of the Irish poor are instanced as being far more unfavorable to their 
‘mental health ” than are those of the native poor. The interest attaching 
to this elaborate and extended Report would lead us far beyond our limited 
space, did we indulge ourselves in noticing it as we should be glad to do. 
There is scarcely a page from which valuable extracts might not be made. 
We can merely mention a few of the important remaining topics so tho- 
roughly treated. ‘Situation and Nativity of Foreign Lunatics ”—Table. 
“Prospects of the Insane—Incurability and Curability,” a most important 
section of the Report ; with tables. ‘ Idiots.” (p.79.) ‘ Distinction between 
Demented and Idiot.” Tables from p. 81 to. 102, giving number, &c. of 
Idiots, native and foreign; “ Necessity of Unusual Means for the Cure of 
Insanity ” (p. 106)—short, but true and pithy. “Interest of the Common- 
wealth in, and its Responsibility for, the proper care of the Insane.” (pp. 
106—7.) “Increase of Insane Pauperism may be prevented.” (p. 108.) 
On page 112, a very important portion of the Report commences; viz., the 
account of the examinations of “ every public establishment in the Common- 
wealth where the insane are or may be confined under the sanction of the 
law,” &e. 

We are absolutely unable to do more than call the careful attention of 
all those interested in these matters (and every one should be so) to the tho- 
rough and impartial examination of the many establishments referred to. 
Having, in a late number of this Journal, considered the condition of the 
Worcester Insane Hospital quite fully, we feel less called upon to remark 
what the Commissioners bring forward upon the subject, the drift of which 
is much the same. ‘The Hospital at Worcester now represents the past 
age, while the wants of the patients are measured by the means offered in 
the present.”—(Report, p. 174.) Every part of this able report is full of 
interest and valuable information. No legislative body that has drains in 
its composition can fail to act wisely in the matter of appropriations, &c. 
&c., for the pressing demands of that unfortunate class of the community 
for whose interest the Commission was formed. The alarming and aston- 
ishing increase of the insane in our midst, calls loudly for prompt and efli- 
cient action, and with such a volume for a guide it would seem that no 
mistakes need be committed and no necessary measures neglected. We 
trust that our imperfect analysis will by its incompleteness, even, induce 
the attentive and universal perusal of the “Report,” as it is modestly 
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termed. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of a copy, nearly simulta. 
neously, from Dr. Jarvis and from Hon. C. H. Stedman, M.D., of this city 
and of the present Senate. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL, 


BOSTON, MAY 24, 1855. 


POLICE PHYSICIANS. 


An ordinance has been submitted to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, 
which has for its object the appointment of seven ‘“ police physicians,” one 
for each police district, whose duties shall be to render professional services 
in any case when called upon by the Police ; to vaccinate gratuitously any 
inhabitant who may apply for that purpose ; to keep on hand and supply to 
physicians of the public institutions and of the Dispensary, pure vaccine 
virus ; and to report to the Board of Aldermen all cases of Smallpox, or 
any other malignant disease attended by them. The same ordinance also 
establishes a Harbor Physician, who shall attend upon all cases of disease 
in the Suffolk jail, inquire into all source of danger to the public health, 
and examine vessels arriving with hides, rags, fruit, &c., within certain 
months. The office of City Physician will also be abolished. 

It is difficult to see the grounds for any alteration in the existing state of 
things in respect to the public health officer. We have never heard it inti- 
mated that Dr. Cuark, the present efficient City Physician, failed to perform 
the duties of his office to the entire satisfaction of the City Government or 
of the public, or that the important services rendered by him could be more 
advantageously performed by seven different officers. We believe that the 
public interest demands that so important a department of the administra- 
tion as the care of health, onght to be under the supervision of one officer, 
whose character, abilities and experience shall be a guarantee that the ser- 
vice shall be well performed. Gratuitous vaccination has hitherto been 
done at the office of the City Physician, in Court Square. This office 
is central, and well known to that class of the community who generally 
avail themselves of this public charity. We question whether so many 
would be vaccinated were they compelled to search after the “ police phy- 
sicians ” of their districts, among whom, of course, there would be frequent 
changes from resignations and removal. We can hardly suppose that 
economy was the object of the proposed alteration, since it is manifest that 
eight officers could not receive a less amount of salary in the aggregate 
than one doing the same amount of work. Moreover, from the difficulty 
of finding men of standing and experience to serve as “ police physicians,” 
the duties would run some chance of being performed by incompetent men, 
whereby an increased expenditure would accrue to the city. We need 
hardly say that almost no expense would be too great, which would secure 
the universal practice of vaccination among those who from poverty or in- 
difference are disposed to neglect it. 

The only possible object which we can perceive of this ordinance 
is, the enabling police officers to have some regular physician to call upon 
in cases of emergency, particularly in the night time. There are, however, 
in those districts where the services of a medical man are most likely to be 
needed, certain physicians who are generally summoned by the police in 
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cases of accident, and who are paid for their services according to a uniform 
and moderat2 tate, at an expenditure to the city much below the amount 
which any revpectable man would accept as a salary. 

As we are at a loss to find any benefit in the contemplated changes, we 
hope that none will be adopted by our City Government. 


LEGISLATIVE ®RESOLVES CONCERNING BOTANIC PRACTICE AND 
HOMCEOPATHY. 


A numper of questions relating to the medical profession have come 
under the consideration of the present Legislature, besides others which 
have a more remote bearing upon our profession. We may find occasion to 
allude to these subjects .n some future number, but in the meantime we de- 
sire to call attention to a recent discussion which has resulted in largely 
benefiting one mode of empirical practice by pecuniary aid, and in refusing 
the assistance of the State to another. On Thursday last a resolve appro- 
priating $10,000 to the “ Worcester Medical Institute,” was passed to be 
engrossed, and will undoubtedly become a law. The passage of the resolve 
in the Senate was opposed by Dr. Stepman of this city, and several other 
gentlemen ; among its advocates was Mr. Pittspury of Hampden, who said 
he was opposed to all doctors but doctors of divinity, but would neverthe- 
less vote for the resolve. The gentleman would have been more consistent 
if he had declared himself opposed to all improvement in medical science. 
Immediately afterwards an active discussion took place on the question of 
granting aid to the “Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital,” an institution 
which was incorporated the same day. The resolve was rejected by a vote 
of 12 to 13. A reconsideration was moved, and the subject came up again 
in the afternoon under a suspension of the rules, and after a spirited debate, 
the resolve was again rejected by a vote of 13 to 19. 

Comment on these proceedings is needless. It is obvious that the Senate 
acted without the slightest regard to the interests of the community in its 
decision on the first question, and although the rejection of the second 
resolve was all we could have wished, it is clear that the Senate was 
ignorant of the merits of the case, since in favoring the interests of the so- 
called * botanic practice” of medicine it impeded the progress of sound 
medical improvement as much as it promoted it in refusing aid to homeo- 
pathy. We repeat what we have before urged, tnat medical improvement 
can never be furthered by devotion to an exclusive system of practice to the 
rejection of the accumulated experience of ages, whether such system pur- 
port to be what it is, or whether it disguise its true character under the as- 
sumed name of * eclecticism.” There is no profession which renders so 
large an amount of unrequited service to the public as ours, and it is wor- 
thy of better treatment than it has of late received from the representatives 
of the people. 


REPORT OF THE NEW ORLEANS SANITARY COMMISSION. 

We are glad to learn that a second edition of this valuable work is 
about to appear, and that it will be placed at the disposition of the public in 
the principal book-stores. This new issue will contain “a supplement 
and prefatory remarks, in which the views and principles set forth in the 
Report are amplified, explained and illustrated.” 

From every quarter whence it is desirable, Dr. Barton and his coadjutors 
receive well-merited praise for their labors in the cause of sanitary reform 
—a matter so essential to the welfare of every community ; to none, cer- 
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tainly, of more vital importance than to New Orleans. We were high] 
gratified to hear the handsome tribute paid to Dr. Barton before the Ameri- 
can Medical Association by Dr. Sandford B. Hunt, in his excellent Report 
upon the “ Hygrometrical State of ti.c Atmosphere in various localities, and 
its Influence on Health.” Dr. H. acknowledged his indebtedness to Dr. Bar- 
ton for much information not to be obtained elsewhere. We are sure that, 
wholly irrespective of yellow fever and the questions of mere local interest 
contained in them, an examination of the forthcoming edition of the papers 
of the New Orleans Commission will amply repay its readers. 


BOSTON MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

AN adjourned meeting of this Association was held on Monday afternoon, 
for the purpose of hearing the report of a Committee appointed to consider 
the expediency of revising the fee table. Dr. Gorpox, Chairman of the 
Committee, reported several changes in the fee table, of which the following 
are the principal; the fee for an ordinary visit to be from $1 50 to $200 
(instead of from $100 to $2.00). For rising in the night and visit, from 
$3 00 to $8 00 (instead of from $5 00 to $1000). Fora case of midwifery 
in the day time, $15 00 (instead of from $10 00 to $20 OU); if any part of 
the attendance be in the night time, $24 00 (instead of from $15 00 to 
$25 00). A good deal of discussion followed the reading of this report. 
Dr. Cuannine thought the fees for consultations and for letters of advice 
were too low, and offered several amendments to the report. Dr. BicELow, 
Sen., was in favor of a moderate advance in the rate of charge, considering 
the increased expense of living, but deprecated all extraordinary increase of 
fees as likely to redound to the injury of the profession, by bringing it into 
competition with irregular practitioners, or those members of the Association 
who might choose to bolt from its rules and become independent. 

The by-laws requiring an interval of one month between the presentation 
of the report and the final action of the Association upon it, by motion of 
Dr. Atiey, the report and all amendments were recommitted, and the 
meeting adjourned for four weeks. 


OPERATIONS AT THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
Wednesday, May 16th.—Dr. Capor: Actual cautery in Pott’s disease. 
Dr. H. J. Bicstow: Operation for hematocele and for radical cure of 
hernia. 
Saturday, May 19th.—Dr. Casor: Tapping for hydrocele ; evulsion of 
toe nail; extraction of carious alveolar process of upper maxillary bone; 
removal of scrofulous gland from neck. 

Dr. H. J. Bisetow: Amputation of thigh for varicose lymphatics ; remo- 
val of half of the inferior maxillary bone for tumor. 


American Medical Association—We are indebted to the Editor of the 
New Jersey Medical Reporter fora proof sheet of the first article of his 
forth-coming number, consisting of the proceedings of the late meeting of 
the American Medical Association, specially reported for that Journal. 


This forms a pamphlet of twenty-eight pages, very neatly printed and most 
convenient for reference. 


Registration in Kentucky.— The second annual report relating to the 
-Yegistry and returns of births, marriages and deaths, in Kentucky, for the 
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year ending Dec. 31, 1853,” has just been published under the supervision 
of W. L. Sutton, M.D., of Georgetown. Next to the reports of Massachu- 
setts, which have been published for ten years past, these of Kentucky are 
the most complete and reliable of any in America, although both are inferior 
in completeness and exactness to those of Great Britain and France. This 
second report of Kentucky is a great improvement upon the first, and in some 
respects is superior to the last from Massachusetts; giving an assurance of 
future excellence, which will place Kentucky in advance even of the older 
nations of Europe, in these matters of statistical statements. In respect to 
wealth and prosperity such statements are of great importance, but the in- 
fluence which is to be exerted by them upon the well-being and health of 
population, is of vastly greater moment. No legislator, or even voter, can 
be properly prepared for the performance of his duties to the State, without 
being in possession of the information afforded by these registration reports. 
—Memphis (Tenn.) Med. Recorder. 


Lupulin as an Anaphrodisiac.—Lupulin, or the active principle of hops, 
is possessed of powerful sedative effects on the generative functions. This 
was first ascertained by Debout, but more recently Zambaco has published a 
paper on its anaphrodisiac virtues (Bull de Therap., August, 1804), in which 
he more than confirms this author's observations. Zambaco administered | 
the medicine in doses varying from 1 to 16 grammes, and he never found 
sickness or constitutional disturbance attend its use. He has recorded the 
history of eight cases of painful erections, following gonorrhea, in which it 
was most successfully employed asa sedative. He affirms that in four-fifths 
of the cases it allays the morbid erethism, and prevents chordee. It answers 
this purpose much better than camphor, which often irritates the digestive 
functions, and fails to produce the desired effect. Besides being possessed 
of sedative and anti-blenorrhagic properties, which depend on its essential 
oil and resinous principle, lupulin contains a bitter element which acts as an 
admirable tonic. Zambaco has seen Jupulin given, as @ tonic, to stramous 
patients, with the best effects, the appetite becoming improved, and the 
digestive organs strengthened.— Edinburgh Monthly Jour. of Medicine. 


— 


NOTICES. 


In the article on Dental Hemorrhage in the last number (page 277), in the 5th line, instead of 
“prescribes” read ‘ proscribes.”” In the same article, page 280, line 17, instead of ‘ should not 
gat should ever be held.”—In number 13th, page 256, line 12, afler ** April 13th,” 
a ‘ ‘ ’ 

Communications Received.—Letter from Dr. A. A. Blandy, Baltimore —Case of Crural Trredu- 
cible Hernia.—On the Fluid Extract of Scutellaria lateriflora—Case of Polypus of the Nose in 
a Child.—Case of Co-existent Variola and Vaceme Disease.—Letter trom Dr. J. L. Chandler, 
es the contagiousness of Puerperal Fever.—Obituary notice of Dr. Rufus ay 4 late of 
Haverhill, Mass., read before the Essex North District Medical Society, by R. Flint, M.D.—Let- 
tor from Dr. C. H. Cleaveland, respecting ‘‘ Positive Medical Agents.” 


Diev,—In Stockbridge, Joseph C. Fowler, M D., aged 35 years.—At Canaan, N. Y., on the 
12th ult., Stephen Brown, M.D., aged 69. 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, May 19th, 62. Males. 36—females, 
26. Accident, 2—consumption, 18—convulsions, 3—croup, 3—dysentery, J—dropsy, 1—dropsy 
in the head, 3—debility, 1—infantile diseases, 4—fever, 1—typhus fever, 1—searlet fever, 3— 
hooping cough, 1—disease of the heart, 1—inflammetion of the lungs, 2—mortification, 1—old 
age, 1—palsy, 1—pleurisy, 2—smallpox, 3—suicide, 1—teething, 2—thrush, ]—ulcers, 1—un- 
known, 3—worms, I. 

Under 5 years, 23—between 5 and 20 vears, 7—between 20 and 40 years, 15—between 40 
and 60 years, 9—above 60 years, 8. Born in the United States, 40—Ireland, 16—Englaud 2, 
—British Provinces, 1—Germany and North of Europe, &. 
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Dr. George T. Barrows.—To tur Epitors.—The late Dr. George T. Barrows, 
whose early death was lately announced in the Journal, was one of the most 
worthy, as he had been one of the most persevering, of the recent graduates of 
the University of New York. With him it was my fortune to enjoy for a time an 
intimate acquaintance, and when less than two months ago we together received 
our degrees, little did we suppose that so soon either would pay this tribute to 
the memory of the other. 

Dr. Barrows was born in Mansfield, Conn. He pursued his preparatory medi- 
cal studies in his native town, subsequently became a member of the medical 
class of Yale College, and afterwards entered the University where he graduated, 
While here, notwithstanding his health was feeble, few equalled him in devotion 
to the daily instruction at the College. He was present at every lecture and 
clinique, when prudence did not forbid, and even sometimes under circumstances 
which would have discouraged most others. He entertained an ardent attachment 
to the profession which he had chosen, and was fully sensible that no opportuni- 
ties, however great, were equal to personal industry, for the attainment of a posi- 
tion of usefulness and distinction. He was in the habit of frequently reviewing 
the lectures and cliniques over which we had passed, paying especial attention to 
parts more obviously practical, and thus fixing them firmly in his memory, and 
the fruitful results of all were manifest in his conversation upon medical matters, 
Besides being a thorough student, he had the character and deportment of a gen- 
tleman, and was highly esteemed by all who knew him. At the time he left his 
Alma Mater to go out into the world, he hoped that freedom from study would 
enable him to improve his health and pursue the practice of his profession in 
which he had anticipated many years of usefulness and happiness. But Provi- 
dence has otherwise ordered. Henry Kine. 

Taunton, May 1, 1855. 


Barnstuble District Medical Society.—The regular semi-annual meeting of the 
Barnstable District Medical Society was held at the Court House, in Barnstable, 
on Tuesday, May 8, 1855. The following members were chosen officers for the 
ensuing year: President, Dr. Samuel H. Gould, of Brewster; Vice President, 
Dr. George Shove, of Yarmouth; Secretary, Di. J. M. Smith, of Barnstable; 
Treasurer, Dr. C. M. Hurlburt, of South Dennis ; Censors, Drs. E. W. Carpenter, 
of Chatham, Franklin Dodge, of Harwich, John Harpur, of Sandwich, George W. 
Doane, of Hyanuis, Moses Rogers, of Falmouth; Councillors, Drs. Aaron Cornish, 
of Falmouth, Luther Jones, of South Yarmouth, Jonathan Leonard, of Sandwich, 
Samuel H. Gould, of Brewster. 

The report of the Treasurer was read and accepted. 

Dr. Shove, Chairman of the Committee appointed at a former meeting of the 
Society, to investigate the charges made by Dr. Stone, of Provincetown, against 
Dr. Lothrop, of the same place, read his report. After some discussion, it was 
voted ‘to indefinitely postpone the whole matter.” ; 

Voted, That hereatter, the delegates to the annual meeting of the American 
Medical Association be chosen at the September meeting of the Society. 


Exhibition of the New-York Asylum for Idiots—The members of the Board of 
Education—including also the Governors of the Almshouse—met at the hall in 
Grand street. ou Friday afternoon, May 11th, to witness the results of the system 
adopted by Dr. H. B. Wirsvr, at the New-York Asylum for Idiots. The meeting 
was numerously attended— many ladies being present. The exercises were 
opened by Chancellor Ferris; after which, Dr. Witsur, Superintendent of the 
Asylum for Idiots, delivered an address, in which he detailed the general system 
of instruction. It differed chiefly from other systems in this, that it commences 
lower down in the scale of development. They resembled first the teachings of a 
mother to her child of two years old. Their progress has been such, by the sub- 
stitution of active for dormant powers, that no one now can call these children 
from Randall’s Island idiots. There is no exaltation of one sense at the expense 
of others—no reading, for instance, by the sense of touch; but enough 1s prov 


to show that previous opinions on this subject are only partially true.—New York 
Daily Times, 
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